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TAKING A STAND Members of the New England Patriots stand during the national anthem at
Gillette Stadium on January 21, 2018, in Foxborough, Massachusetts.
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The National Football League (NFL) announced a new policy on May 23 in
response to protests during the national anthem: Teams whose players
kneel in protest during the national anthem will be ned. The policy says
players have the right to stay in their locker room during the anthem.
However, they must stand if they are on the eld.
Colin Kaepernick used to play for the San Francisco 49ers. In 2016, he
began kneeling on the eld during “The Star Spangled Banner.” He did this
to protest racism and injustice. Soon after, other NFL players joined
Kaepernick in taking a knee during the anthem.
These protests sparked debate around the country. Some people defended
the players for exercising their freedom of speech. Others criticized them.
They said the players were being unpatriotic.
At their meeting in Atlanta, Georgia, NFL owners agreed on the new rules.
“We want people to be respectful of the national anthem,” said Roger
Goodell. He is the NFL commissioner. “We believe today’s decision will keep
our focus on the game,” he added.

President Donald Trump was among many who applauded the decision.
“The NFL owners did the right thing,” Trump said in an interview with Fox &
Friends on May 24. “You should stand proudly for the national anthem—or
you shouldn’t be playing.”
But many are unhappy with the decision, including the NFL Players
Association, who criticized the new policy. In a statement, the group said,
“NFL players have shown their patriotism through their social activism, their
community service, in support of our military and law enforcement and yes,
through their protests to raise awareness about the issues they care about.”

